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ThcTldin~ 
Mother Earth, Our Sorely Troubled Planet: 
Thoughts For A New Millenium 
The earth is the Lord's, 
and all it contains. 
The world, 
and those who dwell in it. 
Psalm 24: 1 
Introduction 
In the beginning the 
Earth was highly productive and 
beautiful. Today, overburdened 
with six billion people, many of 
whom are homeless, 
undernourished or starving, 
earth is a far different place. 
We've destroyed most of the 
forests and the diversity of life 
those forests sheltered. We've 
extinguished unknown numbers 
of species of mammals, birds, 
and butterflies and unfathomable 
numbers and ki~ of other 
organisms. With chemicals 
we've poisoned the land, the air, 
the rivers, lakes, oceans and 
ourselves. Our activities have 
created and extended deserts 
and may be contributing to 
global warming! 
Historical Background 
Archaeological digs and 
written history tell us that eveni11 
Biblical times, wherever people 
went, they took with them 
warfare, greed, strife, misuse, 
and neglect of the land. These 
incremental changes aroused 
little attention. During all that 
time, the Biblical edict, "Be 
fruitful and multiply," was 
faithfully obeyed! 
However, even before 
the birth of Christ, destructive 
human activities became a 
matter of concern to observant 
thinkers, such as Plato, who 
bemoaned the degraded 
environment of Greece. 
In the 12th century 
A.D., Rabbi Maimonides 
declared, "In the realm of 
Nature there is nothing 
purposeless, trivial, or 
unnecessary." And in the 17th 
century, John Milton beseeched, 
"Accuse not Nature, she hath 
done her part; do thou but 
thine." 
Near the end of the 18th 
century, Thomas Malthus, 
British economist and 
demographer, disturbed by 
changes in the developed 
countrie5 of the world, declared 
that population will outpace 
food supply and that mankind's 
betterment is only possible by 
placing stem limits on 
reproduction. Little heed has 
been paid to his pronouncement. 
Discovery and 
settlement of America with its 
tremendous supply of natural 
resources ushered in a new era 
of despoilation. 
Speculation in 
wilderness land became an 
"honorable" way of becoming 
rich. Plantation owners soon 
drained the fertility from their 
land with extensive crops of 
tobacco and cotton, and 
acquiring more land at little 
cost, repeated the cycle. 
Throughout the eastern 
forests , trappers and hunters 
6 
made their livelihood selling 
pelts of fur-bearing animals or 
the hides of deer, and hordes of 
home-seekers with large families 
subsisted on native animals and 
plants while clearing land for 
farms and settlements. 
After the Louisiana 
Purchase, the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, and the War of 
1812, throngs of settlers flocked 
westward into the unknown, 
always leaving behind a much-
scarred, impoverished 
environment. 
An unprecedented 
slaughter of America's natural 
heritage began at about this 
time. 
Passenger pigeons were 
the first victims. Whe11 An;erica 
was discovered, uncounted 
billions of these gentle birds 
lived in the eastern forests . 
They darkened the sky for hours 
during their annual north and 
south migrations, and 100 or 
more nests could be found in a 
single tree in nesting colonies. 
Some estimated them to 
be 25-40% ofNorth America's 
bird population, and during 
1800-1850 Audubon and others 
figured their population at 1 to 4 
billion 
Although these pigeons 
were heavily used for food, their 
numbers, which were considered 
to be inexhaustible, were not 
significantly decreased until 
about 1851, 25,000 pigeons per 
day were slaughtered, totaling at 
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least 700,000 pigeons over a 28 
day span I Within two decades 
passenger pigeon population 
had fallen into precipitous 
decline. 
The last wild passenger 
pigeon nest was found in 1894. 
The last wild bird was shot in 
18 99/1900. The last bird of the 
species, a male, died in captivity 
on September 1, 1914. 
A monument to these 
pigeons was erected in 194 7 in 
Wyalusing State Park, 
Wisconsin. It bears the epitaph: 
"This species became extinct 
through the avarice and 
thoughtlessness of man." 
Extermination of the 
passenger pigeon became a 
strong stimulus for developing 
the Conseivation Movement. 
-John K. Terres, fonner editor of 
"Audubon" magazine, wrote in The 
Audubon Society's Encyclopedia of 
North American Birds, " ... within 200 
years, largely because of the growth of 
the human population, early market 
hunting of some species, and 
destruction of the environment, this 
continent has compiled the worst 
record of any comparable landmass in 
the world for exterminating it's 
birdlife." He noted that while Europe 
had not lost a single species in 
historic times, in North America the 
great auk, Labrador duck, heath hen, 
Carolina parakeet and passenger 
pigeon had disappeared and the_ 
condor, Eskimo curlew, ivory-billed 
woodpecker and whooping crane were 
on the verge of extinction. 
With you on an awesome journey, 
Jane Claire Edmunds 
Postscript: 
Jane Claire Dirks-
Edmunds is a longtime member 
of FBC. Jane Claire taught 
biology at Linfield College for 
over thirty years. Her new book 
Not Just Trees (published by 
Washington State University 
Press) focuses on the ecosystem 
of Saddleback Mountain along 
the Oregon Coast. Jane Claire 
feels strongly that the natural 
world is a gift from God and 
that we as God's people are 
called to love, cherish and 
protect God's great gift. I am 
grateful for Jane Claire's 
willingness to share her 
experience and wisdom with us. 
May this series of articles help 
us all to celebrate the awesome, 
fragile beauty of God's creation 
and lead us to cherish and 
proteci our eco-systerns, both 
local and global. 
·-Kent 
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